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ABSTRACT 
The main objective of this study is to strategize a workable agenda for national 
development programme in the 21st century Nigeria. National development 
programme is a programme usually initiated by the government for the economic, 
social, cultural, educational and political development of a nation or State. The 
methodology used for the research is secondary, archival and qualitative 
analysis.    Nigeria is retrogressing as a result of non effective utilization of 
human and material resources. There is insecurity and mismanagement of human 
and material resources. The vision of a New Nigeria must be anchored on four 
interacting pillars of Peace, People, Power and Prosperity (the 4Ps). The first 
Pillar, Peace, is premised in the conviction that without peace and harmony, 
nothing of worth can be achieved. But an enduring peace must go with justice and 
security. The second pillar, People, is about human capital, job-creation, skills, 
education, literacy, welfare and universal access to healthcare. The third pillar, 
Power, is about enhancing universal access to electricity for all. Linked to this 
development of our physical infrastructures, without which our economy cannot 
fulfill its potentials. The final pillar, Prosperity, is about economic development 
and structural transformation of the economy. Nigeria should be committed to 
building an economy that will ensure security, jobs, welfare and prosperity for 
all. 
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INTRODUCTION 
In this context agenda for national development programme is the itemization of things to be done 
in order to liberate Nigeria from shackles of poverty and other woes that has befallen the nation. 
Apeh (2018) noted that, contemporary Nigeria is plagued with the problems of widespread poverty, 
large-scale unemployment, technological backwardness, low capacity utilization, inadequate and 
decayed social and physical infrastructure, high incidence of diseases, high crime rate, among 
others. These disturbing socio-economic indicators in Nigeria are among the worst in the world. 
Ironically, these unpleasant indicators exists side-by side with the country’s great national wealth 
and potentials, with an enviable stock of human resources who possess knowledge, expertise and 
skills especially in the public service. Amadi, (2017) maintained that any nation that wants to 
develop her human and material resources must plan ahead.  There is a general saying that, if you 
don’t know where you are going to, you will not know how to get there.  Every wind is always 
hostile to a sailor, who knows not where he is sailing to.  For one to achieve anything meaningful; 
there must be adequate planning and well articulated programmes. 
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NTI – Module (2007) writing on the Issues and Problems of National Development, maintained 
that: National Development Planning is the plan usually initiated by the government for the 
economic, social, cultural, educational and political development of a nation or State. 
Wealth like other geographical phenomenon is not evenly distributed throughout the world.  There 
are ‘haves’ and ‘have not’.  Some people are naturally endowed with abundant mineral resources, 
while some have not.  Those who have the human and material resources with technological 
backup are referred to as developed nations, while the ‘have not’ are called developing or 
underdeveloped nations. National Development planning means allocation of a country’s aggregate 
resources in a way that will yield the nation maximum returns.  Different countries of the world 
embark on one form of development planning or the other.  This is because of the unequal 
distribution of resources and this, results to different development and planning programmes. 
 

Okonkwo (2008), in his own view sees development planning as a medium term programme within 
a specified period, by the planning authorities, to achieve a specified development (economic and 
non-economic) objectives. Development planning can be described as a conscious effort on the part 
of the State to influence, direct, and in some cases, even control changes in the principal economic 
variable, consumption, investment, savings, exports and imports of a nation over a period of time, 
in order to achieve a pre-determined set of objectives. It is simply the preparation and 
implementation of directional blue print for the entire economy and/or parts thereof.  A 
development plan is therefore a document by the Government containing a review, of Government 
policies, the current national economic conditions of macroeconomic projection of the economy, 
and proposed public expenditures, such as development in the private sector and specific set of 
quantitative economic targets to be reached in a given period of time.  These may be 
comprehensive or partial. – See Anyanwu et al (1997). 
 
STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 
Rasheed, (2018) noted that the globalization of nations in the close of the 21st century further 
attests to the assertion that while the 'so called developed countries' of the West are fast accelerating 
in terms of development the same cannot be said about majority of the 'Third World Countries'. 
What then are the problems facing such an oil-rich country as Nigeria that has remained practically 
stagnant in the face of development? This paper therefore seeks to explore some of the reasons for 
the backwardness and the near stagnation of the country 60years after attaining political 
independence. Despite the attainment of political independence in 1960, Nigeria is still practically 
stagnant. This has led to her being described variously as a "developing nation", "Third World"," 
African sleeping giant". It is indeed a beggar sleeping on a throne of gold. Such clichés are borne 
out of absolute lack of socio-economic and political development in the oil-rich nation. Reasons for 
the nations' backwardness and little or no human development are multifarious and complex, but 
the often patronized is the over thirty-years of her military rule. From the 'Operation Feed the 
Nation' (OFN) of the late 70s, to the 'Austerity Measures' of  the early 1980s, 'Structural 
Adjustment Program' (SAP) of the 1990s,to the third wave of democratic rule beginning in 1999, 
the nation can only boast of poverty, oppression, repression, unemployment, socio-political and 
religious conflicts; wars, genocide, the spate of kidnapping in the Niger-Delta region, the menace of 
boko haram; IPOB hoisting of flags inside the sovereign state of Nigeria and more recently, 
EndSars Protests, as major indices of development in her 60years of independence. 
 
OBJECTIVE OF STUDY 
The main objective of this study is to strategize a workable agenda for national development 
programme in the 21st century Nigeria. Other specific objectives include: 

i. To highlight on the concept of development planning and programmes 
ii.  To determine the effects of underdevelopment in Nigeria 
iii. To identify the major problems militating against the development of Nigeria 
iv. To recommend how the identified problems can be ameliorated. 
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LITERATURE REVIEW 
Programme is a plan or series of actions which are designed to achieve something important or 
economic development. Amadi (2017), sees economic development as a positive improvement in 
social structures, like conducive environment, good governance, freedom of association, radical 
changes in cultural norms and values; all resulting to making man, been in harmony with his 
environment. Development is a multi-dimensional process involving the re-organization and re-
orientation of the entire economic and social system.  This involves, in addition to improvement of 
income and output, radical changes in institutional, social and administrative structures, as well as 
in popular attitudes, customs and beliefs (Todaro, 2002). Man as a social creature enjoys freedom 
of association, freedom of movement, right to embark on any lawful economic activity, having the 
right to vote and be voted for and live in a conducive, environment free of wars or tyrannical 
government. When most of the above-mentioned conditions, are attained, such can be referred to as 
socioeconomic development.  
 

The above statement calls for the need for every individual, organization, or State to plan before 
execution. Planning is the systematic way of gathering data and marshalling out of ideas on how a 
particular objective or objectives can be achieved, within a specified period.  This may involve the 
allocation of scarce resources in such a way that utility can be maximized. Planning is deciding in 
advance, what ought to be done, and how it should be done. Planning can also mean to foresee, and 
taken to include forecasting, examining the future, deciding what needs to be achieved and 
developing a plan of action. 
 

Okonkwo, (2008:113) observed that, “Planning is a universal concept which applies to all cultures, 
individuals, organizations and the society.  It has to do with concerted efforts to forecast the future 
and get adequately prepared to meet the future when it eventually arrives.   Okereke, (2003:35) sees 
development planning or plans, as the act of setting development objectives over a specified period 
of time and mapping out programs and strategies for attaining these objectives.  It involves setting 
up of goals and targets, which have to be pursued through formulation of policies, articulation of 
appropriate projects and programs and the mobilization of available financial, human and material 
resources, for their effective realization. 
 

The place of planning as a socio-economic activity cannot be overlooked; not even in the family, 
which is the smallest economic planning unit in the society.  In any social, economic or political 
organization, there are always some basic economic problems and one of the major problems, is 
that the resources available are always inadequate for the organizations or society’s use.  Hence the 
need for planning arises. 
 

Planning can also be seen as activity oriented towards three major goals.  These goals are aimed at 
working out coherent objectives and targets and to determine priorities in the field of economic and 
social development.  As an individual plans the management of his home, so does the government 
plans for the future of the whole nation, and this calls for the use of the term National Development 
Plan. Any nation that wants to develop her human and material resources must plan ahead.  There is 
a general saying that, if you don’t know where you are going to, you will not know how to get 
there.  Every wind is always hostile to a sailor, who knows not where he, is sailing to.  For one to 
achieve anything meaningful; there must be adequate planning.   
 

NTI – Module (2007) writing on the Issues and Problems of National Development, maintained 
that, National Development Planning is the plan usually initiated by the government for the 
economic, social, cultural, educational and political development of a nation or State. 
Wealth like other geographical phenomenon is not evenly distributed throughout the world.  There 
are ‘haves’ and ‘have not’.  Some people are naturally endowed with abundant mineral resources, 
while some have not.   
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Those who have the human and material resources with technological backup are referred to as 
developed nations, while the ‘have not’ are called developing or underdeveloped nations. National 
Development planning means allocation of a country’s aggregate resources in a way that will yield 
the nation maximum returns.  Different countries of the world embark on one form of development 
planning or the other.  This is because of the unequal distribution of resources and this, results to 
different development and planning programmes. 
 

Okonkwo (2008), in his own view sees development planning as a medium term programme within 
a specified period, by the planning authorities, to achieve a specified development (economic and 
non-economic) objectives. Mailafia (2018) opined that Nigeria has a manifest destiny as a great 
nation under God. The fate of the 1 billion peoples of African origin in the Americas, Europe, Asia 
and the far-flung islands of the seas depends on us. If Nigeria makes it, there is hope for Africa. If 
we fail, our continent is doomed. But we are also persuaded that the battle for a New Nigeria can 
only be won if we reinvent our country as a forward-looking, progressive democracy that is at 
peace with itself and its neighbours. It is evident that our life-chances and our survival as a 
corporate political community cannot be guaranteed under the current structure of our federation, 
with its nearly bankrupt states and non-functioning, egregious 774 local governments. It is clear 
that our country will survive and flourish only when we are at peace within our homeland – with 
institutions that are anchored on integrity, justice and the genuine will of the common people. The 
spirit of our federalism derives from the reality that our diverse peoples wish to remain together as 
one country while enjoying relative autonomy and self-determination within their various 
nationalities and ethno-religious communities.  
 

Mailafia went on to maintain that, today, unfortunately, we have a government based on an 
illegitimate constitutional arrangement and a regime that is more nepotistic than any other in the 
history of our federal republic. We have allowed foreign armed bandits to invade our country and 
we have given them untrammeled license to maim and kill, pillage and destroy defenseless 
communities in the villages and in the towns and cities especially in the Middle Belt region of our 
country. We have been fed a diet of broken promises. The economy has been run aground. There is 
poverty and suffering everywhere. The youth have lost faith in the future and are desperate to cross 
the Sahara and to reach the risky overcrowded boats in the Mediterranean where, in all probability, 
they will perish. The future has become truly bleak for the vast majority of our people. 
Eneh (2011) noted that most developing nations share a set of well-defined goals. These include a 
reduction in poverty and unemployment; the provision of minimum levels of education, health, 
housing and food to every citizen; the broadening of social and economic opportunities and the 
forging of a cohesive nation state. Related to these economic, social and political goals are the 
common development challenges shared in varying degrees by most developing countries; 
widespread and chronic absolute poverty, high levels of unemployment and underdevelopment, 
wide and growing disparities in the distribution of income, low levels of agricultural productivity, 
sizeable and growing imbalances between urban and rural levels of living and economic 
opportunities, serious and worsening environmental decay, antiquated and inappropriate 
educational and health systems, severe balance of payments and international debt problems and 
substantial and increasing dependence on foreign technologies, institutions and value systems. 
To extricate the cart from the horse; the vision of a New Nigeria must be anchored on four 
interacting pillars of Peace, People, Power and Prosperity (the 4Ps). The first Pillar, Peace, is 
premised in the conviction that without peace and harmony, nothing of worth can be achieved. But 
an enduring peace must go with justice and security. The second pillar, People, is about human 
capital, job-creation, skills, education, literacy, welfare and universal access to healthcare. The third 
pillar, Power, is about enhancing universal access to electricity for all. Linked to this development 
of our physical infrastructures, without which our economy cannot fulfill its potentials. The final 
pillar, Prosperity, is about economic development and structural transformation of the economy.  
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Nigeria should be committed to building an economy that will ensure jobs, welfare and prosperity 
for all, (Mailafia, 2018). Since development is for man, by man and of man. The paper is of the 
view that, seminars should be organized in our various communities for them to identify their 
potentials, and enhance their coping capacity.  The gospel of use what you have to get what you 
want, should be internalized into the minds of our people.  Every community should be tasked to 
find one thing they will be noted for.  Over dependency on foreign goods should be discouraged. 
Nigeria should stop the importation of what they can produce irrespective of the quality of such 
goods.  The government should on its own create an enabling environment for investors by 
providing the basic social amenities; such as good road, pipe borne water, electricity, making funds 
available for those that want to go into practical scientific and technological research,  ensure that 
there is adequate security, etc. (Amadi, 2017).  
 

The transformation we seek in Nigeria that will hoist us from the dark and dank valley of 
underdevelopment to the sunlit mountain of development will of necessity involve a cultural and 
political revolution brought by an intellectual ferment. Before we chart the way forward in Nigeria, 
it will be of benefit to highlight some historical instances. For example, the material and intellectual 
forces released in 12th-century Europe continued to have an impact throughout the next 200 years, 
and it turned Europe into a cultural unity.  Documentation also plays a very significant role in the 
development of Europe. It should be noted that, this singular act of none documentation of ideas 
turned out to be the major weakness and setback to Africa’s developmental prowess. Another 
significant era in Western civilization is the age of enlightenment.  Age of enlightenment was a 
cultural movement of intellectuals in the 18th century, Europe sought to mobilize the power of 
reasoning in order to reform society and advance knowledge. It was sparked by philosophers, and 
thinkers (Emeke, 2013).  We must have our own company of philosophers who will continuously 
manufacture and churn out ideas and ideologies, market them effectively to the grass root level, 
causing an intellectual revolution, and plunge the people into action; as it was done in the early 
days of Israeli’s independent,(Nebo in Amadi, 2013). The above statement is necessary, for it will 
help to liberate Nigerians from mental slavery; which causes unnecessary waste of human and 
material resources and curb out other forms of anti-social practices. 
 
CONCLUSION 
National development programme is a programme usually initiated by the government for the 
economic, social, cultural, educational and political development of a nation or State. A series of 
significant recent trends in world development involve transformations taking place at multiple 
geographical scales. These transformations suggest that there are multiple pathways to 
development, that these pathways derive from the articulation and interdependence of governance 
structures/capacity and development models, and that these trends will lead to a radical reshaping 
of the international economic and political order. Our world remains a world of diverse civilizations 
whose national, regional, urban, rural and local development trajectories require detailed 
investigation and research from a range of perspectives, including those of emerging economies 
themselves. International communication and exchange, deriving from these multiple experiences 
will contribute to inclusive cooperation and mutual learning. The Nigerian nation is still at the cross 
road; despite the fact that she resides on top of abundant mineral resources and wealth. Nigeria is 
saddled with institutional and structural imbalances; as a result of nepotism, tribalism, insurgency 
and fanaticism, etc.  
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RECOMMENDATION 
Based on the identified problems, the researcher recommends as follows: 
i. Nigerian government should pay much attention to industrialization 
ii. There should be rapid human development 
iii. They government should encourage effective harnessing and utilization of natural resources 

within the nation. 
iv. Adequate social amenities should be provided. 
v. For effective utilization of available human resources; adequate security should be provided 

to all citizens and foreigners within the country. 
vi. Conducive environment should be created for private entrepreneurs. 
vii. Reorientation to encourage peaceful coexistence should be carried out throughout the 

federation. 
viii. The EFCC should observe the principle of rule of law, should not be used as a witch 

hunting instrument in the hands of the executives. 
ix. Since development is for man, by man and of man; the researcher recommends that, 

seminars should be organized in our various communities for them to identify their 
potentials, and enhance their coping capacity.  The gospel of use what you have, to get what 
you want should be internalized into the minds of Nigerians. Every community should be 
tasked to find one thing they will be noted for. 

x. Over-dependency on foreign goods should be discouraged.  Nigerians should stop the 
importation of what they can produce irrespective of the quality of such goods. 

xi. The government should on its own create an enabling environment for investors both in 
rural and urban areas, by providing the basic social amenities, such as good road, pipe borne 
water or boreholes, electricity, etc. 

xii.   Government should make funds available for those that want to go into social science, 
practical scientific and technological research in order to curb out anti-social behavior and 
encourage talented individuals in the society; to harness and show case their potentials. 

xiii. Adequate security should be provided to all law abiding citizens of the country and 
immigrants as well. 

xiv. State development projects should not be concentrated in one area.  
xv. The state should set up Craft/Technology Centers; for high and middle level manpower 

development. 
xvi. Industrialization by Imitation should be encouraged; this is a process of observing already 

made foreign goods and then try to make similar products these may be machine parts or 
consumer goods. 

xvii. Since socioeconomic development is the overall development of all sectors of the country.  
The “Nnewi Development Model or Laruo Ulo Theory” as coined by Amadi, (2016), 
should be applied. This theory, according to the researcher is a model, which states that, 
whoever that sojourns to a strange land; and acquires any wealth or skill, such a person is 
expected to return home and establish his own business or industry.  This will go a long way 
to encourage rural/community development and creation of job opportunities. And at the 
same time encourage our talented/professionals, who are in foreign countries to come home 
and help to develop their fatherland.  When this “Operation Come Home” is achieved, local 
population will definitely increase. The implication of such increase in population will be 
increase in demand.  The researcher referred to this propositions as a theory or model 
because, the method has ones been applied in Nnewi in Anambra State of Nigeria, and the 
result was positive. 

xviii. Above all, to safe the nation from going into moribund, there is urgent need for 
restructuring. 
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